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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 73.21 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 73 FR 63574, Oct. 
24, 2008, § 73.8 was amended by revising para-
graph (b), effective Feb. 23, 2009. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows: 

§ 73.8 Information collection requirements: 
OMB approval. 

* * * * * 

(b) The approved information collection re-
quirements contained in this part appear in 
§§ 73.5, 73.20, 73.21, 73.22, 73.23, 73.24, 73.25, 
73.26, 73.27, 73.37, 73.40, 73.45, 73.46, 73.50, 73.55, 
73.56, 73.57, 73.60, 73.67, 73.70, 73.71, 73.72, 73.73, 
73.74, and appendices B, C, and G. 

§ 73.20 General performance objective 
and requirements. 

(a) In addition to any other require-
ments of this part, each licensee who is 
authorized to operate a fuel reprocess-
ing plant pursuant to part 50 of this 
chapter; possesses or uses formula 
quantities of strategic special nuclear 
material at any site or contiguous sites 
subject to control by the licensee; is 
authorized to transport or deliver to a 
carrier for transportation pursuant to 
part 70 of this chapter formula quan-
tities of strategic special nuclear mate-
rial; takes delivery of formula quan-
tities of strategic special nuclear mate-
rial free on board (f.o.b.) the point at 
which it is delivered to a carrier for 
transportation; or imports or exports 
formula quantities of strategic special 
nuclear material, shall establish and 
maintain or make arrangements for a 
physical protection system which will 
have as its objective to provide high as-
surance that activities involving spe-
cial nuclear material are not inimical 
to the common defense and security, 
and do not constitute an unreasonable 
risk to the public health and safety. 
The physical protection system shall 
be designed to protect against the de-
sign basis threats of theft or diversion 
of strategic special nuclear material 
and radiological sabotage as stated in 
§ 73.1(a). 

(b) To achieve the general perform-
ance objective of paragraph (a) of this 
section a licensee shall establish and 
maintain, or arrange for, a physical 
protection system that: 

(1) Provides the performance capa-
bilities described in § 73.25 for in-transit 
protection or in § 73.45 for fixed site 

protection unless otherwise authorized 
by the Commission; 

(2) Is designed with sufficient redun-
dancy and diversity to ensure mainte-
nance of the capabilities described in 
§§ 73.25 and 73.45; 

(3) Includes a safeguards contingency 
capability that can meet the criteria in 
appendix C to this part ‘‘Licensee Safe-
guards Contingency Plans;’’ and 

(4) Includes a testing and mainte-
nance program to assure control over 
all activities and devices affecting the 
effectiveness, reliability, and avail-
ability of the physical protection sys-
tem, including a demonstration that 
any defects of such activities and de-
vices will be promptly detected and 
corrected for the total period of time 
they are required as a part of the phys-
ical protection system. 

(c) Each licensee subject to the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section shall establish, maintain, 
and follow NRC-approved safeguards 
physical protection and safeguards con-
tingency plans that describe how the 
licensee will comply with the require-
ments of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
section. 

[44 FR 68188, Nov. 28, 1979, as amended at 57 
FR 33430, July 29, 1992] 

§ 73.21 Requirements for the protec-
tion of safeguards information. 

(a) General performance requirement. 
Each licensee who (1) possesses a for-
mula quantity of strategic special nu-
clear material, or (2) is authorized to 
operate a nuclear power reactor, or (3) 
transports, or delivers to a carrier for 
transport, a formula quantity of stra-
tegic special nuclear material or more 
than 100 grams of irradiated reactor 
fuel, and each person who produces, re-
ceives, or acquires Safeguards Informa-
tion shall ensure that Safeguards Infor-
mation is protected against unauthor-
ized disclosure. To meet this general 
performance requirement, licensees 
and persons subject to this section 
shall establish and maintain an infor-
mation protection system that in-
cludes the measures specified in para-
graphs (b) through (i) of this section. 
Information protection procedures em-
ployed by State and local police forces 
are deemed to meet these require-
ments. 
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